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DOES YOUR CHILD HAVE THE EDISON TRAIT? by Lucy Jo Palladino  

 

He was a boy who learned only by doing. At age six, he had to see how fire worked and accidentally burned his 

father's barn to the ground. The next fall he began school, where he alternated between letting his mind travel to 
distant places and keeping his body in perpetual motion in his seat. Because he was distractible and restless, he did 

not last long in a formal classroom. His teacher called him "addled." Eventually, his mother had to home-school him. 
As an adult he would recall: "My father thought I was stupid and I almost decided I must be a dunce."  

 

The core of his learning was his passion for experiments. As his new teacher, his mother gave his talent free rein. At 
the same time she infused him with the disciplines of study. With time and determination, he mastered his runaway 

mind. He grew up to become a prolific inventor, bringing the magic of electricity and sound recording into the world. 
He either invented or improved hundreds of practical conveniences. It is said that Thomas Alva Edison succeeded 

where others failed or never tried, because it was his nature to dare. 


